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StATUSA Supporters... 
Thank you for prayers, words of 
encouragement, awareness efforts, and 
financial contributions to StAT. We could not 
do the work we do without your support! 

StATUSA’S 2017 Focus 
● Open the Life Skills Facility 
● Enhance our Human Advocate 

Program 
● Train staff and volunteers 
● Secure the Life Skills Facility 

Budget 
● Continue prevention and 

awareness efforts 
● Strengthen our Community 

Development Coalitions 
● Develop our First Response 

Home 
● Network 

The United Nations’ definition of sex 
trafficking: ...“the recruitment, 
transportation, transfer, harboring or 
receipt of persons, by means of the 
threat or use of force or other forms of 
coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of 
deception, of the abuse of power or of a 
position of vulnerability or of the giving 
or receiving of payments or benefits to 
achieve the consent of a person having 
control over another person, for the 
purpose of exploitation. Exploitation 
shall include, at a minimum, the 
prostitution of others or other forms of 
sexual exploitation….” 
Sex Trafficking Facts 

● More than 100,000 children are 
sexually exploited annually in 
the US. 

● An estimated 293,000 
American youths are currently 
are at risk of becoming victims 
of commercial sexual 
exploitation. The majority of 

 
Dear StATUSA Family, 
There is a staggering number of women in jail who have been sexually 
exploited. Often, the crimes of these women are linked to unhealthy responses 
to their past trauma. The more we learn about sexual trauma and how it 
profoundly affects its victims, the more we understand that jail time does not 
help survivors make better life choices and avoid future incarceration. Trauma 
victims need trauma focused treatment in order to have a real chance of 
breaking free from the cycle of sexual exploitation and poor decision making.  

In general, there is a lack of education and understanding about sexual trauma 
and its impact on a person among jail staff, women in jail, and within our home 
communities. In addition, incarcerated survivors have little to no resources 
available to them in jail for their trauma-specific needs. As a result, NC jails are 
creating a revolving door that places these women on a path of recidivism 
instead of one of healing and rehabilitation. This leads us to ask an important 
question. Are U.S. jails truly setup to provide justice and rehabilitation to 
survivors of sexual exploitation? 

In response to this daunting question, StATUSA has been working with 
survivors in jail since 2015 to provide trauma focused services that meet the 
individual needs of the women enrolled in our Human Advocate Program. We 
know that jails provide our organization with a tremendous opportunity to help 
survivors and we are working hard to find new and innovative ways to help 
these ladies in jail. Currently, we are collaborating with an established medical 
professional in NC to use new technology to help bring more access to medical 
assessments, services, and treatment to survivors in jail. Our time working in 
NC jails has also opened our eyes to the successes, challenges, and areas of 
improvement associated with engaging community resources to help 
survivors.The most important lesson that we have learned during this time is 
that we have to work together.  
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these victims are run-away or 
thrown-away youths who live 
on the streets and become 
victims of prostitution.  

● There are currently only about 
600 bed spaces nationwide 
specifically for victims of human 
trafficking, but it is estimated 
that there are hundreds of 
thousands of victims in the US. 

● The average age for a person 
to start out in prostitution in the 
US is 12-14 years of age, 
which legally qualifies them as 
a victim of sex trafficking. 

● Human Trafficking is a $150 
billion a year industry 
worldwide.  

Support 
StATUSA is a registered 501(c)3 
non-profit organization. All financial 
contributions are tax deductible.  

If you wish to give financially in 2017, 
please visit our website at 
www.statusa.org. Click on the Support 
tab and then click on the Donate button.
You may also send a check made 
payable to StATUSA and mail it to 
StATUSA, PO BOX 2434 Shallotte, NC 
28459. Thank you! Your contribution 
will help a victim heal, hope, and 
succeed. 

In hopes of building more united and healthier communities throughout NC, 
StATUSA recently hosted 2 Community Forum events in Brunswick and New 
Hanover Counties. These forums focused on bringing organizations together 
so that they could start a dialogue with each other. One that discussed relevant 
social issues in their area and how they could all work together to be more 
effective in addressing these problems and helping those affected by them.  At 
these events StATUSA witnessed a great turnout from law enforcement, 
medical professionals, service providers, and the faith-based community.  

Through our work with StATUSA’s Community Development Coalitions we are 
challenging churches in NC to build a greater presence in community outreach 
efforts especially with addressing difficult social issues such as human 
trafficking. We acknowledge that there are many churches already doing great 
work in their local area, but we need to do more! We all have to work together 
to make a greater impact. This means churches need to join in the 
conversation with other churches, organizations, and groups in order to identify 
community specific issues and then take responsibility for the part that they 
can play in addressing these problems. Let’s be ambassadors of Christ as we 
do our part and work with others in order to create a positive and lasting impact 
in our home communities.  

The future of our communities always lies in the hands of its youth. For this 
reason StATUSA has made it a priority to focus a great deal of its awareness 
and prevention efforts on the Schools of NC. After all, children and adolescents 
are often targeted by traffickers. In hopes of better protecting and preparing our 
youth, STATUSA is proud to announce that we have recently added an 
Education Advocate to our StATUSA team. This role will be fulfilled by Nancy 
in Eastern NC who has over 30 years experience in the education system. 
Nancy will spearhead our school prevention programs by developing a plan of 
action to educate students and school staff about human trafficking. 

Finally, we would like to thank our volunteers, supporters, and the Wesleyan 
Church for their generous contributions that have helped STATUSA grow over 
the past 7 years. We are also excited about the prospect of receiving a 
$650,000.00 grant that we recently applied for that will enable us to keep the 
doors open at The Bridge for 3 years. North Carolina is ranked in the top 10 
states in the U.S. for human trafficking, which highlights the need for 
StATUSA’s presence here. Please join us in prayers as we ask the Lord to put 
STATUSA’s plans in the right hands that allow us to move forward with helping 
survivors heal, dream, and succeed.  
Get Involved 
Visit www.statusa.org today to see how you can partner with StATUSA and 
make a difference in the lives of survivors in the U.S. 
The Time is Now! 
God has a big vision for the future, but we cannot do it alone. We need your 
support! Help StATUSA make a difference by donating today. 
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